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REPORT FOR THE TEACHERS REGISTRATION BOARD 

 

I was very excited to receive the sponsorship from the Teachers Registration Board to attend 

the annual conference run by the Geography Teachers Association of South Australia. As a 

TRT it is often difficult (read expensive) to access quality professional development 

opportunities. I have attended GTASA conferences in the past and know the quality of 

presenters in a subject area that I am passionate about, so I was very pleased to be able to 

attend. 

The conference program was titled ‘Geography, Shaping Australia’s Future’. Well-known 

geography teacher John Butler explained that the conference took its title from a publication by 

the Australian Academy of Science in which committees from 22 fields of science (one of which 

is geography) have released a ten year strategic plan for policy change. There were many 

interesting topics offered and I had to make some difficult choices. As I have been a TRT for 

four years I felt I needed to update my technology skills so most of my choices related to 

technology. 

The keynote speaker was Prof Mark Howden, Director of The Climate Change Institute at the 

Australian National University. His address was very compelling. He delivered it with a passion 

that displayed total confidence in the research he has been a part of. The main points which 

impressed on me the reality of climate change are that CO2 production has increased every 

year for 30 years (except the 2008 GFC), the temperature trend of an upward rise of 1.5⁰C is 

the minimum expected but will create huge issues, particularly on the poor in tropical areas and 

that Australia is the most vulnerable developed country in the world. Prof Howden said that our 

government policies over the last two decades are too short-sighted. The response needed to 

adapt to climate change must be ‘systemic and transformational’.  

A question was asked of Prof Howden as to how each individual, particularly students, can help 

with such a dire problem. His response was that small changes in individual choices like solar 

power, better insulation in houses, shorter showers, better food choices with less meat and 

better transport choices made by large numbers of people can make a difference. 

The first session I attended was ‘Delivering deep learning through interdisciplinary units’ 

(Joanne Wegener & Brittany Booth). More schools are using the IB programs especially in the 

middle years which require interdisciplinary study. This session showed us the importance of 

collaboration between the faculties involved. We were able to see a unit that worked well and 

one that didn’t which enabled us to see the benefits and the pitfalls. We also had to suggest 

links that could be made between geography and other subjects which proved to be very 

valuable. 

The second session ‘Essential Skills for Middle School’ (Daisy Ashby) was very informative. 

Daisy focused mostly on urban fieldwork in which she highlighted the specific skills and 

language that should be used by middle school students. She showed us the importance of  
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being able to represent, describe and draw conclusions about the environmental, social and 

economic impact of data collected. Daisy provided valuable information about how to access 

resources directly related to different areas of our state and she gave us some hands-on 

activities to reinforce contours and landforms. 

The final session on the first day was ‘Mapping Geography Skills from 7-12’ (Rebecca 

Nicholas).  We spent much of the time discussing what the skills are and then which skills 

should be taught at which year level from Years 7-12. Rebecca used some interesting and 

exciting ways to display the data we came up with, which could be used to display any 

geographical data. 

On Day Two we had the choice of two master classes, both technology based. I chose ‘Easy 

Spatial Technologies with Contour Education’ with Rebecca Nicholas. We spent the whole day 

being shown where to find a variety of free apps, videos, you tube, web-sites, data collecting 

tools, maps and so much more. We then had a chance to try to use them. The amount of 

information was overwhelming for me at the time, but since the conference I have tried some 

with students and on my own, with some success. Rebecca also gave us access to links she 

had established, via email. 

I came away from the conference feeling buoyed by the passion, skills and knowledge displayed 

by presenters and fellow geography teachers. I also came away with two valuable resources; 

Geography Fieldwork Unlocked by Grant Kleeman (Coordinating Author) and Esri Map Book 

Vol 33. And 12 hours towards my required professional learning.  

As a TRT it is difficult to know how I will be able to implement aspects of my learning at the sites 

in which I work. However, I have already talked to two geography teachers and passed on the 

links from Contour Education. My own learning is continuing as I try to use some of the 

techniques, technology and knowledge gleaned. I do hope that I get the opportunity to share 

this with students in the near future. 

I am very grateful for the opportunity provided to me by the TRB. It was a very valuable 

experience and I certainly appreciate being sponsored. 

Thank you, 

Belinda Rosser 

 

 

  

 
 

 


